Why I Don’t Feel the Bern
by Rich W. and Joel G.
First – Paul, thank you for making this discussion possible. Your commitment to fairness is always appreciated.
I like Bernie, and much of what he says. I also like and respect many of his supporters. Moreover, I am glad he is in the race – he keeps Hillary on her toes, pushes her left-wards, and keeps the campaign in the news (can you imagine the race without him? Hillary would have to buy ad time on the Republican debates to be seen at all).

But I strongly support Hillary Clinton over Bernie’s bid for the nomination. There are many positive reasons for supporting Clinton– in background and positions, but my arguments here are more about Sanders. In short, 1) I am are not sure he really wants to be president; 2) I don’t think he has a chance of ever winning a general election to become president; and 3) I don’t think he should be president.

The first part is minor – Senator Sanders got in to the presidential race, I think, in order to make some points, to push the debate, and maybe provide groundwork for future progressive candidates. – all reasonable and laudable goals. Whether events have overtaken him and he, like many others, is being seduced by the possibility, I don’t know, but it has clearly gone further than anyone expected. Even so, I suspect the stumping for left-wing policies is more attractive to him than the thought of four years actually governing.
Second, I have a good imagination, but I can’t in any fashion imagine Sanders winning. It’s not just that he is a Brooklyn-born, white-haired, Jewish Socialist, though we think those last two descriptors matter. In particular, the U.S. will not elect a self-proclaimed socialist, even if modified to be a Scandinavian-like Social Democrat (and those, by the way, have not been winning all the elections recently in Scandinavia). At best he would win some liberal and blue collar voters and make it a contest in some states. At worst he would attract a centrist 3rd-party candidate and get blown away in an election that could make McGovern ’72 look successful.

Bernie supporters point out that he does better than Hillary against possible Republican opponents in recent polls. I tend to believe polling data, but don’t trust these. Running safely tucked away in quiet Vermont Bernie hasn’t been subject to close scrutiny or – especially – constant and viscous attacks, as Hillary has. He has the luxury of being pure in his views, something few politicians enjoy. Weeks & months of barrage ads lying and telling the truth about his self-labelling, his positions – and their tax consequences – will, I think, have a huge impact. 
Bernie supporters overestimate the potential groundswell that can rise up for a left-wing candidate. This is not – maybe never has been – a center-left country with an oppressed proletariat waiting to rise up. The anger that is out there belongs to a significant degree to the middle class who are as likely to see taxes as part of the oppression than as part of the solution. He is vulnerable on taxes, debt, defense and other policy positions. 
Last, I don’t think he should be president. Successful presidents aren’t ideologically pure. Rather, they know how to compromise and work with many different people. In truth, that is getting harder to do but electing someone who is to the left of even most Democrats in Congress won’t make it any easier. His job has been and should be representing progressive positions. 
The potential long term effect of such a loss would be devastating. A lost presidential election this year would mean having one or several Scalia clones added to the Supreme Court, making it a conservative voice for a generation.  The “collateral damages” that would flow from this are staggering: losing whatever healthcare reform we have; potentially losing who knows how many other programs: Social Security? Medicare?  Voting rights? Food stamps? Any fight against climate change.  Are we really willing to risk that to make a point?

There are plenty of positive reasons to support Hillary (stated in more detail in some urls below). She is smart, thoughtful, would make good appointments, and is on the right side of most issues. I long ago gave up on the idea that any candidate would be right (that is agree with me) on all issues, though Obama came closer than most. I don’t believe that any opponent is a sexist, but I do believe that some of the criticism from the left is way over the top. She and Sanders agree and vote alike on most issues.
This is a weird year so anything is possible. Hilary could lose. Bernie would lose. If he were the candidate I’d work hard for him. Whatever happens, especially as the Republican Party is in disarray, we need to avoid a 1968 scenario in which disaffected Kennedy & McCarthy voters stayed home.
Rich W.


Joel G.
http://kateharding.net/2016/02/09/reasons-why-hillary-clinton-has-earned-my-vote/ 
http://bluenationreview.com/top-reasons-vote-hillary/
http://www.thenation.com/article/why-im-supporting-hillary-clinton-with-joy-and-without-apologies/
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2016/02/why_one_feminist_woman_is_voting_for_hillary_clinton_over_bernie_sanders.html 

http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/oct/19/gloria-steinem-hillary-clinton-white-house
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/02/26/why-electing-hillary-in-16-is-more-important-than-electing-obama-in-08.html 
___________________________________________________________________

Although my political views align more with Bernie's than they do with Hillary's, as a pragmatist, our number one goal should be to prevent a Republican from gaining back the White House.  I believe that Hillary is far more likely to bring the middle along than Bernie is and thereby stands a far greater chance of being successful in the general election.  Without getting deeply into the insanity unfolding within the GOP, it's enough to recognize that none of the Republican candidates even accept climate change as a reality let alone to act upon it. With climate change as the number one threat to economic and geo-political stability in the coming decades, and thereby the number one threat to world peace, we need to have a president who at least recognizes its existence and has a plan to confront it.  

Joe P.
