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plans to highlight ANSWER'S posi-
tions on the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict.

Maplewood activist Amy Higer, a
member of the South Orange-
Maplewood Committee to Stop the
War, acknowledged that ANS\ IER}
staDce on the conflict troubled
Israel's supporters. "But I don't
think that's a reason not to partici-
pate and to get as many people
down there as possible to make the
statement against the war in Iraq,"
she said. "1 think you haYe to let
some things go ifyou want to have
a broad-based movement."

Higer, who is ]ewish, describes
herselfas a supporter oflsrael and
said she "persiially does not agree

"Theirs is more broad-based,"
she said of the South Mountain
group, "We wanted to focus just on
the war in lraq and on stopping this
wat."

Higer said her orga.nization "has
no position whatsoever on the dis-
pute between Israel and the Pales-
tinians," and "we don't even have a
unified position on the war in Irac.
Some oi us think the U.S. shouli
pull out immediately, and some of
us think that would be a mistake.
Our focus is we need to think about
the best course ofaction to stop the
killing and. stop the people dlng
over there."

Higer called the injection of
Israeli and Palestinian Dolitics into
her movement "just un?brtunate. It
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"Based on rny intuitive response,
the over*'helming majodty of Jews
whom I've spoken to about Iraq are
against our being there," he said.
"They feel it's really againsr the
interest oflsrael because it is encour-
aging and becoming a source of
recruitment ald finanie for terror-
ists. many ofvr'hom will probably be
directing their terrorism at Israel."

Higer, who said her group has "a
lot of Jewish people...and a lot of
non-lews," agrees. "We all feel sirni-
larly on the issue. This war was
wrong. It was illegal. It was immoral.
And it is bad for everybody, includ-
ing Israel. I don't see how you can
make the argument that it is good
for Israel. The funher militarization
ofthe Middle East and the creation

. of more recruits for Al Qaida is the
v'rong way to go,"

Madelyn Hoffman, executiv€
dtector ofthe statewide New Jersey
Peace Action, which includes SMPA
under its.umbrella, was keen to
tamp down appearances ofconflict
within the local antiwar movement.
She decliued to discuss whether
Israeli-Palestinian politics should be
iniected into the antiwar campaign.

But ftom her office in Montdair
she observed that growinq numbers
ofher fellow Jewsionthrie to enlist
in the movement.

"Times have changed since
immediateiy after 9/l I, and there
are a lot ofpeople who have come
out against thd war in Iraq because
ofthe large number ofcasualties,"
she told N/,IN.

"The main focus ofthe mobiliza-
tion is to brins the troops home
from Iraq. The irain mess&e is that
- but tf,ere will be othei people
who have other messases," slie sa:id.
"The overall messasebf Ithe Sept.
241 march is resouidingly on the
issue oflraqand brin g-ingilie troops
home and the need lor us to stop
the bleeding."

Representatives fiom ANSWER
faj-led to respond to numerous tele-
phone calls from N/,1N. 
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flobe Wiener can be reached at
Mie ne r@ njjewish n ews. c o m.
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