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Mideast clash
causing rift
among local
“antiwar groups

by Robert Wiener
NJJN Staff Writer

in Maplewood is troubled that

sponsors of a Sept. 24 antiwar
rally in Washington include
ANSWER, a coalition that has been
called “bitterly anti-Israel.”

But while Paul Surovell consid-
ers ANSWER divisive and threaten-
ing to Israel, his disapproval will not
keep his group from joining the
march.

Instead, Surovell said, his group,
South Mountain Peace Action,
intends to pass out leaflets explain-
ing its opposition to the Palestinian
right of return — a position
ANSWER supports — and SMPA’s
belief “that the peace movement
should be supporting a two-state
solution.”

Surovell said that intent was
agreed upon unanimously by the
15-member SMPA steering com-
mittee, noting that “less than half”
of its members are Jewish.

ANSWER’s cosponsorship of the
Sept. 24 rally has angered many
Jewish activists who oppose the war
in Iraq. Rabbi Arthur Waskow of
the Philadelphia-based Shalom
Center, writing in the Forward,
called ANSWER an “an ultra-left
faction...that has a bitterly anti-
Israel policy.”

Waskow and other Jews in the

T he leader of an antiwar group:
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Back from UP

faces crucial

by Leslie Susser
JTA .

JERUSALEM: — After weeks of
ter sparring, what could be the ¢
sive first round of the big f
between Ariel Sharon and Benja
Netanyahu for leadership of
Likud Party and the country is s
take place. -

If pollsters are to be belie
Sharon will struggle to hold ¢
power in the party in next we
key showdown.

The images of
settlers  being ..
evacuated from
their homes in
Gaza and the ,
northern West Bank did not
well in the Likud. And though
prime minister has been figh
back, he still trails Netanyahu,
resigned last month as Shar
finance minister, in the Lik
Central Committee, where the ¢
will take place,

Sharon’s fate — and the fu
shape of Israeli politics — coul
decided on a seemingly minor ;
cedural issue. On Sept. 26, the 3
't members of the Central Comm
will determine whether to ho
party leadership primary in Nov
ber or, as scheduled, next April.

Sharon’s main rivals for the
spot, Netanyahu and the leade
the hawkish “Likud rebels,”
Landau, both want the earlier ¢
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